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have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on
Roll Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No.
183.

EXHAUCE KUMESO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Exhauce
Kumeso for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Exhauce Kumeso is a student at Arvada K-
8 and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Exhauce
Kumeso is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Exhauce Kumeso for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

—————

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, | came
to the Floor and spoke about the March For
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which |
attended. | include in the RECORD remarks by
Isabella Bosrock. | hope my colleagues will
read them and internalize the sense of fear in
which our nation’s students are living every
day—and our responsibility as Members of
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence.

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES REMARKS
(By Isabella Bosrock)

My name is Isabella Bosrock, and I am a
senior at West Morris Mendham High School.
Today you will be hearing from seven incred-
ible high school students from across the dis-
trict who are here today to say ‘enough is
enough’ and ‘never again’ to senseless gun
violence. Before we begin, I would like to
take a moment and thank Mr. Steny Hoyer,
a U.S. Representative for Maryland’s Fifth
Congressional District and the Minority
Whip of the House for being here today.

On March 20, a mere four days ago, a sev-
enteen year old boy named Austin Wyatt
Rollins walked into Great Mills High School
with his dad’s hand gun and shot two stu-
dents, one of which was an ex-girlfriend. Re-
ports say he did this because of a recent
break up with the girl he shot. The student
resource officer on duty, Blaine Gaskill man-
aged with great bravely to shoot and kill the
gunman, avoiding the loss of many more
lives.

While this event is incredibly upsetting it
is not unlike many things that have hap-
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pened in the country is the years since Col-
umbine. It is horrible that as adolescents we
have become used to the idea that gun vio-
lence is a method of dealing with our prob-
lems. This pattern of gun violence has been
perpetuated by adult lawmakers who refuse
to do anything about the bloodshed in their
schools.

I bring this up today because Mr. Hoyer is
the representative of the district where
Great Mills High School is located, yet he is
still here at our march today. Let’s all thank
him for being here today. I also bring this up
because I think that it is so important that
we make sure we acknowledge every in-
stance of senseless gun violence that occurs
within this country. While Parkland was
able to get mass media attention, hashtags
on social media and ‘thoughts and prayers’
from everyone around the world, there are so
many acts of violence that occur in the U.S.
every single day that go completely unno-
ticed.

Often times we give them attention for a
couple of days, maybe a week, then we for-
get, and other times we fail to acknowledge
them at all. In fact there have been eighteen
instances of a gun firing at schools in the
U.S. since the beginning of 2018, which aver-
ages out to about three per week.

This cannot be our reality. However many
people do not know this because they never
gain the same attention as events like Park-
land. These other shootings often resulted in
no bloodshed or a few injured. But this
doesn’t mean that they are any less cata-
strophic because every single life of those
students will be forever changed. Each and
every day they walk into the school that al-
most cost them their lives, and they are
forced to face their worst fears. The lives of
the students in the eighteen schools will
never ever be the same. It is so easy for us to
watch these catastrophic events unravel on
the news for a week, donate money to the
cause, post a hashtag on social media, then
move on with our lives. But it is so impor-
tant in our crazy, ever changing lives to
never forget.

We have to make sure that we not only re-
member to hold the lives of those lost in our
hearts, but to make sure that we are holding
the people who are accountable, responsible
for the lives of innocent people murdered.

It is up to us to change the future, but
these changes will only come by reflecting
on the past and acknowledging what hap-
pened. Forgetting will not do anything but
make us complacent and allow more of these
massacres to happen.

That being said, I encourage every single
one of you today to go out and read about
the other school shootings that you may
have missed and hold those victims in your
memory so that we can use those losses to
fuel the fire of change.

———

HONORING THE INDIAN LAKE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the Indian Lake Chamber
of Commerce.

Since its founding in 1988, the Indian Lake
Chamber of Commerce has played a crucial
role in promoting economic growth and help-
ing small businesses flourish throughout Ham-
ilton County. The Chamber understands the
needs of local businesses and residents in its
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community, as shown through its work advo-
cating for rural broadband and encouraging
tourism in the Adirondacks. By establishing
partnerships, shaping public policy, and pro-
viding programs and services for businesses
in the community, the Chamber enhances the
quality of life for all who live in the region.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, | want
to commend the Indian Lake Chamber of
Commerce on its unwavering commitment to
the community. | look forward to watching the
Chamber continue to succeed for many years
to come.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK LEFFINGWELL
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | sa-
lute the extraordinary career of Frank
Leffingwell as he retires from a lifetime of civic
involvement. Along with his many contributions
to Central Texas, Frank’s outstanding work as
a councilman for the City of Round Rock,
Texas has helped make my hometown a great
place to live and work.

Frank’s commitment to investing his gifts,
talents, and abilities to improve his community
is a deeply held creed that speaks to the gen-
erosity and activism of a true and devoted
public servant. His resume tells the story of a
man unafraid to contribute both his time and
energies to a multitude of organizations that
rely on volunteerism and social engagement to
make good communities great.

His tenure on the Round Rock City Council
is marked by his tremendous efforts to support
his growing town’s long-term vitality through
economic development. Frank’s worked tire-
lessly to ensure residents have a rich quality
of life that includes access to water, energy,
and cutting-edge health care while supporting
the arts, our first responders, and the most
vulnerable. His legacy speaks to the highest
values we Texans hold dear.

Frank Leffingwell’s retirement is the richly-
deserved beginning of an exciting journey. |
join his colleagues, family, and friends in hon-
oring his career, commending his commitment
to public service, and wishing my friend noth-
ing but the best in the years ahead.

MIGUEL LOPEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Miguel Lopez
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Miguel Lopez is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Miguel
Lopez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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